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front

the action in ithe operational depth,

attacs by Lho ¢ h-vrestern {ront on the Jon in Deccerber,

divided into

B

and entdred

T eae -
agdesty

YA A T T A

3rd. phzse occurred
Jonuary, 1043

R I,
cmtny's ro

ornins of
ary barrage at Lh
stri e was dzlivered
the cvrilable wernrons ias
infzntry cttzcled.

d creas o

“he mo.n Larusts:

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010001-3



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010001-3

Vi AL S ENCE iRF\ISLA {ION PAGE INUMBER
: The Breai:through on the Jon 2.

——

The Breskthrough of the lst. Luards .rmy to Jogunchor (see Sketch

Ry first light on the 1loth. december the main force of the

CGuards Army was concentrated on the iront Derezovia-~thuravia.

aiong “he left shore
concantrated three
whole tank corps.
$9.30, after the artillsery preparation, @ infantry zuto
“he battle became fierce right
preparation, many of
Jhe znemy opened fire

Lian ond German

~ttampt to cut off

che ormy's thrust, sufferod particu
untiss ¢f the 195th. «ifle Divie
first Line oi defcnce on the norh
‘e western edge ol heo
tzring heavy cnemy

s Lha woods north

dv-anced umdzy hezavy Lire, passed

ihe dense forest,

seva2ral hundrec

Svinvukla and he 1883¢4 196.0

razetrated as fast as

breoakuthrougn

army cominnder dc : o support th:

nttack with units
At =zileven o'c 1 and 1 Penk

tneir missions. & i ¢ hour ister the )7th. Tenk Corps ol

srmy also left its departure position. The heading units

Tank Corps encountered a mine field as they approached height

SE TRANSIATION
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The Breakthrough on the don - 3.

and the northern rise of heisht 217.2. It was impossible to bypass
these fields and the corps was forced to discontinue their attack in
order to clear paths through the‘ﬁinefiéldsg

Towards the end of the day units of the 195th, Rifle Division,
on the right flank, approached height 204.1, and on the left, con-
vinued the fight for the approachas of :rasno-Orekhovoye. Units of
the 1st. Rifle Division, during that time, forced the enemy out of
Svinynkhi and Filonov and surrounded Solomtsa. It was not possible
+0 secure the success which had been achieved, a little later the
enemy counter-attacked with two infantry recgiments supported by
tanks and our units had to withdraw from Filigpovo into the area of
height 196.0. ’

In summing up the first day of the battle, it can be said that
despite the fact that the enemy's forward line of d_.femce had been
seriously dented, and his system of fire positions had been damaged,
she aim of the battle which had been the deep penetration of the
first line of defence had not been achieved.

The tasks set had not been fulfilled because of the following

Teasons.

The heavy fog during the artillery preparation prevented obser-
sation and many of the fire positions were not subdued. The infantry,
srerefore, uas unable to breal:through the line in the area of height
157.0, and the tanks failed to do so there as well,

Furthermore, since the tanks did not participate in the first
infantry attack, the infantry, latking tank support, did not succeeds
That is another reason for the faiiure of the attacke. :

Another factor was that the air force was not able to support
the attack, due to the weather, and this also affected the action of

the ground troops.
As far as the location of the battle was concermed, the expldit

e i vt

atZon of the asuccess had been envisicned on a narrow fromt from the
Osetrovsky bend. Insufficiently deep recomnaisance of the forward
defended area by the reconnaisance clements of the infantry and the

= Ff; 13A  DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTELLIGENCE TRANSIATION
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The Breakthrough. on the jdon
armored troops resulted in wh
These conditions. prevented the breakthrou

which paths -had to be cﬂeared

for

The Front and irmy Command rec@ired of the troops that Lhey do
nos-éidcontinue the fight, that they £ind passages through the mine-
i o)

nded area.
i ?
:21lds during the night in order that, at first light on the 1@th.
of Decenber,.a determined bathdk by the main farces of the rifle ang
the destruction of the cuvemy and the task

cnm“1eted.

units:could achieve
T T16-
the 17th. of Jecember, the .arge rifle unit
and the motorized Rifle Brigades of the Temk Corps dis-

ik und )
sot for the [irst day be
buring -he night of
> the army v sori )

1odged the enemy from a number of defended points, occupied nrasno-

Orekhovoya and Solentsy, repulsed a counter-attack, aad with th°1r
ading units, an the right {lank, reached the Sovikhoz Bogucharka.
1n the center the enemy continued his stubborn d:fence in the area

[o2e

Flle

the 25th. Tank Corps, having during the right cleared passages
o
t

rough the minefields, opened an attack on reight. 197,.0 at 3 o'cl-
r:.ov, and Fereshchepnoye, the ITtalizn and Uerman soldiers tried te
the resistance of the jF

1% withdrew

of reichts 197.0 and 217.2.
ock on the 17th. of December, and overcoming cnemy rcsistance, pro-

ok

Opereting from well-constructed defended points G@efl yuche,
oroxen

c=eded to attack Galyuche.
stem our advance during the first part of the day with many counte
: and
of the 298th, Infantry

xnna” was

sctackhs by troops of the second echelon, But

iteiian

3rd.

.0 the south, leaving the flank and the. rear
threw in various units of black shirts, but wi

this situ tiom
with the tanks, broke. the resistance of the italian croops on hei

Infantry oivision "Rav
sivision exposed. The Italien Commander, in sn attempt to lorrect
sSuCeCesS8e -
Gadyuche, -and Filinovo and cont;nned.with a determ&ned;nuh

_ During the second half of the day*‘pur infantry in coopunndsn

Z.l( 02
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siit in the direction of 1verdokhleb and Boguchar.

Towards the ond of th: day the striring forece of the army had

reoached, on the right flank, height 138.0, and the soutnern défenees

>f Tverdokhleb. In the center they were fighting for Vervekovka, on
she left Ilank Pereshchepnoye had been taken and Cighting was golng
on for Ol'khovyy and Crushevo.
the Tank Corps had been equally sudtessful. The ?25th. .ank Corp
reached Tverdokhleb, units of tho L8th. Tahk Corps, together with
she A4hthe. Guards Rifle bivision, were fighting for Verveiovka, the
2tth. Tank Corps which had been in the 2nd. Echelon on the 17th, of
scember, crossed the river ion in the erez of verkh...amon .and movedi
cuickly to the river Bogucharlka. The enemy, having entrenchel him-
celf in settled localities, put up a stubborn deience.
.hile :4ithdrawing, the enem§ had denolished the bridge zcross
the river Bogucharka which at that time waa nOL yet frozen, Undeo
.nemy fire end air attack, a bridge had ﬂ/té laid by night and b
j, o'clock on the 18th. of Jecember the 25th. Tank Corps, having its

ieading units in the area of Barsuki, started to cross to th: souths
ova shore of the river. Following 1t, the Zkth. Tenk Corps crassed,
with first light on the 18th. of Decehber fighting started
2gain on 2ll sectors of the front. The right~flanking formatlons
repulsed a counter-attack, supported by tanks and éircraft, forced
~he river Bogucharka, and captured Dantsevka, i.rasnodar and Raskowvkg
in the middle of the day. Now since the last defensive zone hac beer
penetrated, the speed of our advance increased considerably.

Units of the 4th. Guards Rifle Compdd advanced almost withcut
interruption and by the end of the day reéached ths line Popovka -~
Barsuki; the 6th. Guards Rifle vorps, exploiting the success of
tiie previous day, attacked Boguchar's

The cnemy threw tanks and iorried iﬁfansry into the area of
Boguchar, putting up a stubdorm defence, fraqusncly counter-attack-
ing. Despite this, the formations of tha 6th. Cuards Rifle Corps

soved forward with determinlation and in.the middle of the day,

13A WM
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whe town of Bogucharg 3 Sin )
After foreing the river Bogueharka the tank corps’ gained oper-

tional fresdom., Particulsrly successful ‘was the 25th. Tank Corps
wthich towards the end of the d_ay reached the ares of Setrakdvskiy

Loving moved over 70 km in one vdayg the 24th. Tank Corps, having

«vanced for more than 20 *m, reached the area Dmltrovka.

Simultaneously with the breakthrough ei‘ the cnemy defences in
+.he direction of the main thrust, _the ﬂ:ifle format'ons were able to
xploit their success. Towards the end of the thirc day the 38th.
‘uerds Rifle Division occupied krasnogorowka, Abrosimovo, and -lonast®
swrehehina. The 153rd. Rifle Divis:x.on capt.ured Mrykhy, Meshchepyakov,

Sataltshehirov, B:.ryakov, G'romtvanskly, and Tikhonavskiy.

~ad

The frontal attack by our Rifle formations and vhe attack by

T tank units from the flank and rear completely demwralized the

_oalian units who started a dlsorgam_zed retreat in a southerly and -

suth~westerly direc Jion.
The 298th. German DZLVJ.SiOn defended Boguchar with det.erminat,ion

inrouzh the uninterrupted fighting of the 18th. of December it

¢ suffered serious losses ard in the night from the 18th. to the

‘oLh. of Docember it started to withdraw towards che souwrh. During

.ac nignt units of the 6th. Guards Rifle Divisicn occupied 20guchar t

el Poltovitae
Thus, in three days, the lst. Guards Aruy destroped, afier hepd

~%ing, an important sector oFf the enemy's defended posit.lon and -
:cmipletely eliminated the Jtalian snd German' forces in the Bogucharsk ’
sector. In order to avoid encirclement all the other ssctors of
cerman Army’s fromt hed to be withdrawn. By the end of the third day
our troops had penctrated the enemy's d»;-fences on the right flank
50 a depth of 35 km, and in the center to over 20 km. In that time

che 24th. Tank Corps made a fighting advanve of 40. km, and the 25th,

Tank Corps close to 90km.

13A DiSSEMMﬂON
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THE THRUST OF THE THIRD GUARDS ARMY TQ KRUZHIL The attack of the

3rd, Guards army began at the same time as that of the lst. Guards
army. The artillery preparation because of the heavy fog was not
zompletely successfulyge it had ==t been in the sector of the lst.
{uards Army. In addition, on the right flank of the army (in the
sastor of the 197th. Rifle Division), because of poor wvisibility
the artillery preparation lasted for fifty minutes only instead of
th2 hour and & half which had been planned. As a result, many
i1lre positions were not damaged at all. When the units of the
Tifle Corps started their attack in the direction of the main
tiey were met by strong artillery ?n {F¢ mortar fire from the forward
dsfended line as well as from the rear areas. They received partic-
¢.aTly heavy fire from heights 168.0, 157.2, and 155.6, which showed
rhcuselves to be strongly defendgd areas, as well as from the settle
localities Astakov, Sviridov, and :rasnokutsk. The battle during
ne day was bitter and ended in the direction of the m:inm thrust
»ithout our troops having made appreciable progress in the dircction
«f astakov, and Dulenskiy, and towards the north-eastern (efences of
suzividove Height 168.0, P.T.F., height 155.6, remained occivied by
eneny.
“he failure of Lhe infantry attack necessitated the comm:tment
+he echelon which was to have exploited the success (lst. Gucrds
scharized Corps).
The attack on the right flank of the army proceeded more favair-
217, -owards the end of the day units of the 197th. Rifie Divisior
.zd clearéd the enemy completely from Verkh.:aliniisk and had entrer
~nched on the northern edge of heights 204.2, 215.0, and on the
southern edge of Verkh.Kaliniisk. (Sketch 3)}.
Already on the first day it became apparent that insufficient
nrovision for FOL and ammunition had been made, This hampered the
“ree movement of the tanks and also because there had not been

ar.ough ammunition to subdue the enemy's system of fire positions.
“he irmy Commander demanded from the troops that they correct the

DEEEMBQNHC”%
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the 17thi 2 new attaéi éould bs: nounted to fulfil the.

set for the previous daya 30 minutes of artillery rpreparation

start the sttack (from 07.45 to 08.15 hours).

On the morning of the 17th. of gecember more or iess bitter

nis develioped in the direction of the azinm thrust.

Units of the 294th. and 62nd. (Germen) Infentry divisicns wers
»le Lo bring up their reserves and the Iath. Rifie Corps was unqulr;
r%:.1 the middle of the day, to breal through the cnemy's defences. |
Foi this reason the army Commander declded not to wait until
«ifle formations were able to breal  hrough the deferces but to

.ot the lst. Jvards Aecnanized Corps, ywith the objective of bre Aot

nrough the enemy deiences and to exp.olt suceess in a swutii-

‘mards ‘echanised vorps entered the
the boundary (eXclrdin, height 98.8, and (exciudin;i
sespite determined defence, units of the Jorps were able
‘oot dnic the forwards defended zrea and, exploiting success,
caginning o meove rorward éuickly. A8 a result of the battlc iu’
zecond nalf of the day and during the night to the 18ta. of
the Corps occupied Astaiilov end i1'in. Part of the Corps’
shting for :on'k ov and Bokowakaya at last light on the
Jecember,
The lith. (uards Rifle Division, taling advartage of the succeu
st.. Guerds ~.echanized Corps, tavards tha end of the 17th.
zecamber, dislodged the cnemy from Dvlensk. The 159tk znd 203rd.
.4 fle Divisions fought for Sviridov and Krasnokutskaya. The sitvatial
sn the army's flanks, im the Sectors of the 3127th. and 50th. Guards
#ifle Jivisions, remcined unchonged. '
on the 18th. of Jecember, the 1st. Guards : echanized Corps and
writs of the lith. :ifle Corps continued itheir advance and by the

2rd of the day seised Lon'kav, Bokcvskaya, and 3tar.Zemtsov. The

?3A Dﬁﬁ!&ﬂNﬁJKﬁ!lFﬂMﬁFﬁltIiﬂiﬂﬁiil:i?!‘bﬂiAJKﬂi
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same day units of the lst. Guards i‘echanized Corps, end of the 2606th
#ifle Division, advanciﬁg to :ruzhiliy from the south, and not meet;
ing any serious opposition, occupied hrivoshlvkov. Belavin, and
"isiogubov. The left flanking division of the army, fulfilling its

ccavious assignment continued the fight along the line of the river |

thus, by the end of vhe vhird day of the attack, the 3rd. uuam%
;ritw had succeeded in advancing 15 to 20 km in the direction of the ;
:n thrust, and had accomplished a breakthrough of the enscuy's
i:fsnce line. The troops started the pursuit of the withdrswing
wits of the 29.4th. and 62nd. terman and of the 7th. and llth.
c.manian divisions, trying 1o achieve their encirclement and dest-

vetion in the area of (ruzhilin.

1
!
s
L4
P

‘YR ACTION ON THE FiRONY OF THE S5TH. TANE ARMY Encountering determinai:?
‘:sistance on ihdir front, the troops of the 5th. Tank Army mada ‘
12} insdgnificant inroads into the enemy defences in the three days%
-om the 16th. to the 18th. of Jecember, rRegardless of the lack of §
rngress, the army by its determined activity, not only tied the
merw'a forces dovn. but also inflicted heavy losses in men and
it erial.

i ATTABKON THE LEFT wWING OF THE VORONEJH FRONT (Sketch 1). The

sronezgh front had received the assignment to support the December

~cration of the south-western fromt. For this purpose the Commander
7 the Voronezh front had formed a striking foroe from componeiiis of
1e 6th. army which was to operate in close cooperation with the
st. Ouards Army of the south-western froat and to protect its fiank
-cm any counter-attack from the west.

The attack of the 6th. Army started at the same time as that of
he troops of the south-western fromt. Utilising a bridgehead on the
iczht shore of the Don, the main forces of the army, under artillery
ccver, crossed to the other shore, broke through the forward line
~ defence, and started to push ahead.

13A  DISSEMH Wm
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mterstiacks, supported; by tag, and. airerifty tne iOlLOwinJ plzsecsi

are occupied br the units of the army by 12 b'clock. the 15th.Rifle

:0rpy -heights 191,11, 162.3, Deresovka and 204.1; the 127th. Rifle

ivision - the eastern outskirts of Nov.Ralitva and heights 197.1,

IG5,

The pemetration of the enemy defences to a depth of 2-3 km pre-;

ntaed the opprortunity to introduée the echelon which was to expioiti
;= success. Only the 17th. Tenk Corps, operating in the Osetrov v
sctor, vas unable to exploit success because they were being held
i ot height 197.0.

The situation was made more difficult beczuse the main tank
“1ee of the army (the 82nd. and 212th., Tank Regiments as well as
e 516th. Tank Brigade) was also in the Usetrov sector and could
.t come to the support of the army's maln striking force.

uring the night the troops dug themselves in and prepared anm;

ives G0 assume the attack in the worning of the 17th. cof Decemben;

Jdeanwhile the 17th. Tank Corps with its motorized brigade, to—f

2y with the motorized brigsde of the 25th. Tank Corps, captwred ’

wﬂuo-C?ekov, and at first light moved to the breakthrougsh and the

fansry support tanks followed them into battle. By the morning of

. .7:he. of Decewber the crossing to the right shore of the lon of

divisional artilleries and of the anti-tank artillery regim=ants
een cuupleted.

The Italians and Germens, operating from a strongly fortifiad
c@ition in the rear along the houndary ivanovka, Tsapkovo, Orobin-
23w, Dubovikovka, continued to offer stiff resistance, particularly
o tae sector Nov..alitwa, Ivanovka. By the end of the day the div-
iaions of the first echelon occupied the defended points Tsapkove
,nd Orobinskiy. The 1ljth. Tank Corps conquered Dubovikovka.

On .the 18th. of December the army continued its successful ad-

in the direction of the main thrust.vThe 17th. Tank Corps,
afser a fierce fight, entered Pisarevka and, leaving parts of the

TTER DSSEMINATION FoRly ok BTEICENGE TRARSLATION
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mota ized rifie brigade as a holdlng foree, advanced with one brigad:
¢ Taly, where in the evening qhey became involved in a bitter
rastle which lasted all might. With the remaining troops the corns

~ivanced energetically in the directioca of | antemirovits , and at

3030 hours on the 19th. of December it reached iramarevka.
within a period of 3 days, tas defences of the 5th. Italian f
sivision had been destroged, and anits of the 6th. army, having ad-»;
-anced 20-25 km. had gained operutional £r i/ithin the same !
riod the 17th, Tank Corps had already reached a depth of 45im. ;
“nus the 6th. army had succe"nsfulty completed its assignment te E
support from the west the striking forece of the 3South-Western Front é
srom 10 o'clock on the 19th. of De:ember the 6th, army was placed :
urder command of the South~-Western Front. %
i

SUMLARY OF THI; FIRST PHASE OF THE OFERATION

se the result of three days! fighting by the troops of the south-

L
. zstern and Voronezh fronts, the strongly fort:lfi =d defences of “he*;

v.eny had been penetrated in the direction of the zain thrust. The
1ian. Rumanian, and Gerrian troops started & diborc.erly retreat ;_
southerly and south-westerly diraction. The enemy had suffered
~amendous losses. Durlng these days over sevéenteen thousand chsaal-
: 53 were inflicted op tre enemy, and over four thousand prisoners |
s well as much booty wa:s taken.

By the end of ul's 1l¥th. of Decemjer the brea:through in the
i:raction of Boguch:r was about 60km deep and in the direction of
cokovsk 20 kme The depth of penetration by qﬁr troops on whe right
 ank was about 0 km and in the center about 1l5im

The succe:ss of the operation car be aseribed ‘o the careful
yreparatica, rhe surprise of the attack, and the concentration of

corces om the broken-through sectors. Alsc to be noted the realistid
comnznding »f the troops and the o:.ear%aengaation of tie aim, !

owick stock=saking of the d ficiencies 'and‘thg organizatiw of the

Sreakthrough in the first day, the cpordinﬁtibn of the activities

13A WONM“WM
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z mm‘w SLALION
reak hroggg_pn the bon

»7 the various arms and their clever manoeuvre . on the field of
attlees o ‘ ’_ { f'?"rﬁéﬂﬁz
The speed of advance during the first déyﬂwas reduced éartic—
by the lack of success of thelnfantry and the fact that the
suke were held up in the Osetrov sector., These two delays gave vhe

vy the opportunity to bring up reserves and artillery into the

santors of the breakthrough, vhlch made the task of tle dttaculﬁﬂ

rces more diffic t second and thirdé day of tae operation.
The difficult znd continued battle on the front ot the 3rd.
vards end 5th, rank srmy, can be explained by the fact that in
amt. of the left wing of the south-western front the majority of
L: upposing iorces ccnsisted of Cermans. One of the rvost imporbant:
. .z s of this group was ©o prevent the adwance of the ird. Wards
=t it couid not support the Tormos and i otelnikov battle

~ vps which were trying to encircle Paylus' forces beiind Stalin~

Tyua thrusts by the “ank Corps to Tatsinsk and orozovsk ard

achbion agoinst the Krazhil group of the enedy, ¢is-
~ians of the German command.,

Iy

THE_ACTION IN "HE OFERATIONAL LEPTH OF _THE DZFENCE AND

PURSUIT OF THE EN&M

is aresuit of =ns 7 orvard defended area having been broken
wrough in the direstion of Boguchar and Soi.ovsk ond of the fact
. 5 larze number of the enemy formatlions had been destroyed,

feNd

he retreat by the Italfian, Rumanian and German forces began.

=20

savoreble conditions for sncircling strikes developed., The Gerzan

cxnand, in an effort to halt our successful advance, startad to
hping up reserves from the rear as well as from neighboring fronts.;

asive rail movement. on the line from RossoBh to the south and

on the lines Likhaya = % Millerovo and Likhaya = slorogovskiy developeé

ilew units were jdentified in froat of the.éth. ard 1lst. Guards
~rmies. The third 1talian alpini Division. the 385th., 387th.
snfantry divisions as well as the 27th. German Tank Division. T
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06th. Germzn infantry vivision had been despstched in the direction
i Bokovsk, and in the directiom of Chernishkov concentration of new
i'sops was noticed. But all these efforts by the enemy failed to

top our further advance.

Taxing this inte account, the Commandér of the South-Westerm
want, in a special order explaine& to the troops the necessity of
sntinuing the determined pursuit 1n ordeér to dastroy the enemy
‘ogpletely, The formation commanders were instructed not to get
svolved in lengthy battles for individual defended poinmts, but to
wwpass these and to leave behind encircling forces. The troops were

nstructed that they should fight continucusly and thould nct break

.2 the battle during the nights,

The order recuired from the mobile forees and from the reini‘ore%:
;ed forward elements that they capture the enemy's avenues of 1-fith-§
2rawal. The tank and mechanized formatioms received thirefore a ;
v rticularly important assignment., They were to try to penetrate

“up into therear areas. capture the moreimportant rail jwetionsg,

+ 2ut communications. to destroyor stop the ap-roaghing enecny re-
~wyes, and to assést the rifle formations of the Fromt in the com~:
*ate destruction of all hostile forces in the arwa of the miciie ‘
Tenle

The pursuit of the main forges of the 8th, Ita ian Army and
“1eir destruction (Sketch 3).

On the 19th. of December, the 1st. Guards Army p:rsuing the
.-»:reating enemy reached the line Byk, Chikun, Poltava, D'yachankcval

e are

1.5 forwards elements contained mobils forces om tracke,ceinforced
i tanks, anti-tank guns, and 76 mm guna.

The tank Corps, moving forward determineédly, destroyed :L{‘—nr.rv
and cut deep into the rear of the enemy. Durihg the 19th. of De:wm~
ner the 24th. Tank Corps approached the area of the Man'kov - al*.v-

enskaya, and having their forward clememts moving to Sheptukhovka

acd Ludinovka. The 25th. Tank Corps om the 19th. of December occupi

AL P AR 559 ¢ 1
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Setrakovskiy.
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The 18th. Tank uorps. operating in close cooperat,ion with units
of the lst.: Guards. 'rmy, pursuin vanced to \rerkhnypbva-
siiy and ioshov, having been given the i.mmediate task, together \i_;
+he 153rd, «ifie vivisiom,.to capture the latter.

During this time the Italian and Germen forces Irom the area
£ Boguchar started to withdraw to the south. At the same time the

divisions withdrew from the river Don in the seoctor Poﬁkolo«é
figulinskaya in a south-westerly direction. |

Considering these favorable eircumsiances the Front Jommander
dored vhe lst. Guards Army to encircle nnd dsstroy the ensmy in
e crea Boguchar Migulinsk. In order to f11fil this assignmeit the
-y Gommander decided to continue the pursuit of the enemy witl t,heé
¢ th., uuards Rifle Corps in the general dirvction of Mlierovo, avd

use the 6th. Guards Corps, the 18th. Tank Corps, and the 153xd.
A#ie Division for the encirclemento

The 24th. and 25th. Tank Corps were given the ass;gnment to
. rsue the enemy in their previous direction and to advance to the

= Tatsinskaya and : orozobskiy as r:;uicl_'ly as possible.

The Baid on Tatsinsk by the 2hthe 1. _Tunk Corps

The 2Lth. Tank Corps, after breakinz enemy resistance, reataen

a Regtevo by the 20th. of Dccember. On the 22nd. of Dececmber

i,
i

corps had already conquered Boltshiunka, and, during t.e moraing
ne 23rd., of December, after a bittes fight, captured Skosyrsk.
:4, 2 o'clock, oa the 24the. qf December, units of the corps energzed
~rom Skosyrsk and by 6 o'clock on the 24th. had taken up theix do-
.arsure positions on the approachsas to Tatainska
At 1730 howrs after a salvo by tie rocket launching units of tig
<snk Ccrps, from three sides, simultsneously with all three brig-
scles, the at%ack started., By 0200 homrs the reilwsy and highway
suth—~east of Tatsinsk were cut. At 2900 hours, units of the corps,
tdircke into the southern airdrome, dest.rojing the pan!.c-stricken
ilying and techmical personnel. At 1102 hours the rai! .read station

was captured where a transpogrt with 50 aira‘aﬁ'. and a transport of
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PDI. was destroyed by our troops.

The Germans, trying to recapture the lost areas,.threw tanks
«ith tank-riding submachine gunners into the battle. All these
;;tiggshggﬁg repulsed and by 1760 hours the town was completely '
#SARY AL and the Tank Corps organized allearound defence in crdex
2o be able to hold it until the arrival of our rifle units,

The advance by the 24th. Tank Corps to Tatsinsk had great cp~ :
sraticnal importance{ The Corps cut the only railway which supplied;f
she German troops, concentrating in the area of Tormos as well as :
»n the German evacuation route westward from that area.

The Strike of the 25th. Tank Corps on the Rear Installations

LS .

ol the Enemy

The 25th, Tank Corps pushed forward energetically during this
i ime as well, Destroying the hostile groups which it had met along
i;s route, the Corps by 1900 hours on thé 19th. of December broke
:ato . ashar, completely destroting the entire garrison of about

T000 men,

During the night 20/21 December the Corps started to move cgalr’

:= the direction of lorozovsk. German defemsive efforts lncreased, ;
{aring the 21st. of December units of the Corps had to wage contin-g
Lous battle in the areas Fomino-Svechinko, Pervomaysk, Tverdokhleb¢;
~nd Gusarovskiy.

During the ﬁin .to the 24th. of December, units of the Corps
< >ught with strong German detachments and reserves vhich had boen
:~ought up from i‘orozovsk. As the result of the developing condit-
ions, the 25th. Tank Corps temporarily assumed the defemsive until
+ne arrival of the rifle units. '

The action by the 25th. Tank Corps in the enemy's rear was
of pgreat help to the successful advance of the lst. and 3rd. Guards
.rmies. \

The encirclement and Liguidation of the Boguchar-Higulinsk
Bnemy Grouping
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While the 24th. a nd 25th. Tank Gc:ps, pursuing the enewmy, Opér~
1ted in its rear in the area Tats? Al ’%ﬁrf Avsk the rifle form-
sion was following immedlately behiud the Tank Corps pursuing the
-:treating enemy day and night without letup.

The Lth. Guards Rifle Corps in the middle of the Zlst. of Dec |

:sber, reached the line Nove-Markovka, “an'iov=: alivvensk, having it

rorvard elements on the approaches to Chertkov and Shweptukbov.

3

The 6th. Guards Rifle Corps, after destroging the snenmy in the |

.r2a of Radchenmsk, toward the end. of the 20th. of Decembe-, reached i

-he area Sokhrannaya, Zherebtsovsily, i.hlebnyy, Fopovka, zd towardé

the end of the next day engaged the line Setraovskyy, Arbusivka, ;

fozdnyakov, Hakarovs
The 153rd. 2ifle Divisiom, together with two brigzdes of the

13:h. Tank Corps, occupied Meshiov on the 20th, of December, with
-art of its forces moving in a westerly direction, made contast u1tb
1it-s of the 6th. Guards Rifle Corps. Thus the complete encirc. e~
snt of the main force of the Boguchar-fligulinsk group of abouf

shousand enemy was accomplished,
The 35the Guards Rifle Division had been brought up from the
.serve and placed in support of the 6th. Buards Corps, and by the

[P —a T

:»d of the 2lst. of December had dug in along the line Mal.Loznvka

1 akseyevo-Lazovka with the assignment of preventing the escape of

T

zeporate enemy gsroups in a south-westerly direction. The battle for
~ha final annihilation of the encircled enemy was begun. Suffexring i
roavy losses from our artillery fire and seeing the hopeclessness of§
+heir situatiom, large srcoups of Ttalian soldiers surrendered.

is the result of the battles of the 2lst. and 22nd. of Decnmbaz
.lone, units of the lst. Guards Army, zaking part in the encircikemss:
.00k over fourteen thousand enemy soldiers and officer prisoners.
By the 23rd. of December the greater part of the encircied trocps
wzs either destroyed or taxen prisoner.

Cnly the remnants of the se, of the 298th. German Infantry

Jivision, and of the Italian-Blackshirts, encircled from all sides,

13A DﬂEENUNASKXiFC!mAFCH:IGNQHGHNQE1RAbEiAJK3!
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-ontinued their stubbora resistances Having ofganized all-around
several times, on the 23rd.

.#ence, this group of about 6000 men,

ember, tried to break out in avsbuth~westerly direction. BY

: ntelogck on the 24the. of December, units of the 6th. Guvards sorps,

zompletely annihilated the remaining Itsalian and German troops.

Thus the main'force of the Italian and uerman force which vwas ;

Guards Army, had been destroged, and only :

: seabed opposite the 1lste
~1all units were able to withdraw in a westerly or south-westerly

sdirection.
The Pursuit and the Advance of the Pormations of the Lste

fiuards Army to the Boundary for Consolidation

puring the time that the 6th. Guards Rifle Corps waged battle

+ith the encircled enemy in the srea of Arbugovka, the sthe Guards

;. 17le Corps continued the pursuit of the enemyo
Particularly fierce fighting took placq_for the strongly fortué

-jied sector Uartmashevka and Chert: ovo. Znocircling tihe enemy b

-e »2nd. of December, the corps with its main force advanced by

.se 2Lth. of December to the 1line i rizkoye, nikhaylovo-AleksandrovsL
tinits of the 6th. Guards Rifle Corps, after licuidating the

rcirclédd enemy, on the 27th. of December, advanced to the arsa oi:

.llerovo and joined the battle for this town.
The 18th. Tank Corps, after comrlethon of the encirclement of
-he enemy in the area of Arbusovka, received the assignment to 26-
.ance to the area Yerkh.Chirskiy and to cut the enemy's route of
+thdravwal from Veshensk., ‘uickly moving in an e asterly directionm,
1its of the corps reached verki. Chirskiy by 2 o'clock on the 22ndl
»f December, where a bitter fight devoiopaﬂ. The defendera which £
sonsisted of the 2nd. Itallan Infantry Division were destroyed in

an eight-hour battle. In Verkh.@uirskiy the Tank Corps alone took

2500 prisoners.
Operating in the area Verkh.Chirskiy and I
~ank Corps cut all the roads by w@ich the enbmy could have withdrawp |

1tichevka, the 1l8th.
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ay morning of the Zuth. of Docember the Corps régéhed the area of

,ﬁllerovon

By reachlng the boundary Krizxoye»ﬁillerovo, the lst. Guards

wy uompleted the second phase of the operation. Despite the 4iff-
ries created by the wintry conditions and despite the lack of
sweport and the ever«lengbhening lines of communications, the in=
antry advanced within six days a distance of 100 to 120 km, an av-
rage speed of 16 to 20 km par day.
The Development of the Attack of the 3rd. Guards Army
dn the 19th. of December, the 197th. Rifle Division, advancing
. .ruzhile from the north, met in that area elements of the 14tk
1w and of the lsb. sechanized Corps, advencing on kruzhile from
¢ south, Thus towards the ehd of the fourth day of the cperation,
n: army, by occupying the area of rkruzhile, complete& its firss

vrignment .

The enemy succeeded, during the night of the 18tk. to the 1Sth,

© Hoasember in withdrawing co nsiderable portions of his troops from
. w»ushils sedtor and in fortifying himself on the southern s.icre
-ia river Chir. The main body of the Itzlian end Rumanian forces,
-he meansime, continued their withdrawal in a southerly and soubir,
~eterly directione. :
The Fronﬁ Commander, ccencerned about the exploitation of tae
.-itle activities on the fromt of the 3rd. CGuards Army, in his dis-
_.:sions on the 1%th. of.necember, ordered the army commander 3
s:nz his main force ina southerly direction and to pursue, with-
-t letup, the withdrawlng .enemyo At the same time, it was demanded :
4 the 3rd. Guards Army that they move into the area of Morozovsiapa
¢ a first pricrity and together with the 24th. and 25th. Tank
torps to deliver a thrust at the rear of che Tormosk grouplgg of the
snemye The latter, in connection vith the foruard movement of Hann—
.sein's group from the area of kotelnikav in a north—westerly dir-
sxtion, posed a serious threat to the left flank of uhe Front.

OﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬂiSﬂﬂﬂ?
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Conforming to the orders of the Commander of the Front, the
spmy Commander decided to advance with his main forces in the gen-
eral direction of ‘orozovsk and by the end of the 20th. of Decemberi
+5 reach a line : Sovkhoz "Red Dawn'", Ponomarev, Nozh.Solinsk, whil{

dispatching the 22nd. tiotorized Riflc Brigade in the direction of '
fov . Astakhov=Astakhovsk. é

The lst. Guards Mechanized Corps was dispatched to ..orozovsk
+-ith the task of occupying this point and to be prepared, in cooper%
_tion with the 24the and 25th. (orps to deliver a thrust into the ‘
s-caxr of the 7ormosk group of th: enemyo

The Commander of the 1lst. Guards ;iechanized Corps, prepering %
.sith his main force to advance from the area of .arginsk tcouards thﬁ
scuth, during the night of the i9th./20th. of December, sent ais
i7th, Tank Regiment from Astakov to the Sovihoz TRed Dawn" with tkv?
-ssignment of advancing on the lines o communiCatidn of ths wi-h~ |
irawing enemy. This regiment, as a feéult of a forcéd night march {5
sut the --ithdrawal routes of the enemy in the area of the Sovkiics
‘Red Davm" and after the battle dispersec a large group of the anoeny
2o ndravins from Eruzhile, destrovong in :‘he course of bastle a&ovﬁ}
- en thousand officers and men, vhich help:d considercbly in the sucd

esaful pursuit of the cnemy om the right flank of the army.

The lst. Brigade of the lsbt. Guards .echanized Corps captured
icpovka towards th: end of the first day destroying or tiling pris-~
oner over 2000 men; the third Brigade continued the moveient in the%
cirection of Grekov; the 2nd. Brigade cowinued the battla in the |
area of BoRovsk, %

Taking advantage of the success achieved by the ~ecranized Corp%
the right-flanking Rifle Divisions were alle to advance vgickly, and%
iowards the end of the day reached the area of Sovkhoz ";rasnaya®™ %
s,arya" and Ponomarev.

The Divisions which were operating in the direction of Bokovsk

5th the 3rd.. Brigade of the jechsnized Cors, after thre: days of j

FCIMKFORINHE“I!H&CEH“HW&i&JKﬂ%
(CONTINUATION SHEET)

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010001-3



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010001-3

A ICH TRARSLATION
Breakthrough on the Don ;
nitbter fighting captured :on'kov, Evéant.'ﬁevshgy, and Sviridov, and

A~

~ontinued their movement in a soutFlwesterky-direction.

it

In the remaining sector of the left flank of the army thers v
“ittle changee The German and Humanian forces continued their st
- orn gefence of their occupied positions, repulsing all the at't-emp'%:;.-
- the 203rd. and 50th. Guards Rifle Divisioms 12 advance in a ¥
vy direction.

During the 2lst. of Pecember, and in the foll-wing days,

in the central sector and on the rigat flank of the army Va:
wore succesaful than on the left., A favorable condition foxr av
~enek on the rear of the Chernishevsk encmy position developed.
with the order of the Frori: Commander, the army <
- .nder gave this assignment to the 22nd. otorized Aifle Brigad. &)
livisions which were advancing in the cential
=2 sht flanking divisions were to reack. the boundary Nikol ‘skaya.
iinka, Pckrovia, bY the morning of vhe 2hth. 8f December, o0
~peh themselves there, and to supyort fram the west the
. romaining formstilons of the artye.
Units of the 1ste Guards ‘ecnanized Corps. after 2 yitter fio
-ne 306th. German infantry Division south ¢f &rakov, overs o
sion, anrd oursuing in a southerly directinn, v bhe moTainl
+me 23pd. of Jecember, occupied the voundary Strpano - Siveinns
.. 3eiliganovs! aya. By the ovening of the same day the :L-?);’i(l‘_r;g vibow
“he Corps reached the area Hlyutins: avae.

The 22nd. Separate Jiotorized Rifle Brigzde, after fulfil

s+ o task Logsther with other units o? the army, of encireling b )
A

zroup in Chernishevsk, reachesé the area of Tervomaysk o7 e \\
~4. of Lecembel and its leading alements engaged i uznetsov

settlements I

3
2664 Division, by the same time, occupied the

‘atakhov, Talovka, Dmitriyevskiy. Tthe encirclement 28 thus

“lishedo
The ri~ht flapking divisions started
Shalayessk, Fonomarev, in tase

- o advance on the 20¢h.

57 Secember from the line Popovka,

" Ths IMTELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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cirection ashar and Rossosh} Bypassing‘hhe centers of ceneny
visions reached the eastern shore of the river
the end of the 2Lth. of Jecernber, and cccupled Nilol'skaya, afe
- =povc-Stepanovia, Il'yinka, : okrovka, where they started to £oT
. hemselves along their forward boundarye
on the 24th. of Jecembbr the situation changed. the epemy,
Csnlizing that his position in Cherniskevsk was untenable,; started
5 withdraw in order to avoid encirclement. At the same Hlme, b2
.o stem, with all his available foreces, the advance by "hz
vioporized ifle Brigsde and the 266th, Rifle Division 1nt»}1g§
ijentlessly pursuing the withdrawing enemy, the iefg-floenitng
occupied Rubashkin, Petrovsiiy, and Faramoncv during the |
¢ of the day, and together with the 3,6th. Division cf th’
Tank Army, Chernishevske
eport s indicated that the cnemy gas concentrating on the line
. - Chernyshevsk, and was preparing uo hait the further
“wnnce of our troops on +he line of the river Bystraya. The lst
nized Corps, which had been left bvehind tO hold the X
~ra river Onilaya, was now ordered to outflank the enemy wihi

area idiyutinsk, and by the 25th. of December, seize

morning of the 25th. of December, after re~grouping,
lMechaniged Corps started to attacks disliodged the sneny
ofences, from the move cleared the settlements Mdlyucinsi
zad, exploiting success, reached with its main forces the
Yuripin, Nagornaya, Mikhaylovka.
s 266the and the 203rd. Rifle Divisions, having become SepR&v~
.ced from the coxrps by a considerable distange, moved in the directs
:.n of Skosyrsk in forced marchese. Leanwhile, the le.t«flanxing
roionsg, continuing the pursuit of the remnants of the lithe. Rumasian
yivision, on the 25¢h, of December reached the line Sl. Selivanovska®
Lavvatyys Ust ! -Gryasnovskiy, and by the end of the 26th. of December

-a25ched the river Gnilayae.

3 TIOM
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on the 26th. of December and the following days the l1st. Guarﬂs

schanized Corps was engaged in pﬁft&culari?‘fierce Tfighting along

“heir front. The left=flanking divisions continued theixr advance i
- the 27vh. of December reached the iine Skosyrsk, Prisnib. i'u
arce was impossible because of the viell-organized enemp defencec-
Thus the second phase of the operation - the pursuilt of thz
ithdrawing cnemy on the front of the 3rd. Guards Army - was GOL~
"

ieted bv the 25th. ©o the 27th. of December, The enes by

: regserves, had been able to entrench himself om the fax shore

S~y T

river Dystrova. and was able to halt tem wporarily the adven

the nerled from thelSth., to the 26th, of becember,
and in the central sector had advanced belw
on theleft flank between 80 and 90 im. Ths
of the lst. CGuards -echanized Corps was someulii
hes and averaged 20 lkm per day.

The Action on Lthe Flanks of the Fronmb

of the 1f0th. of December. On that 3day ©
Hitter Tfighting, seized Nov.: alltva where mue
5 prisoners were taken.

e

17uh. Tank Corps advanced with determination and by

: 5% “he 19th. of December its tamk brigades reachad Bao .- GiLs
sr breke into the town after a twelve-hour battle, Burin
for iantemirovka th corps destroyed over 1000 ltal:
. cers and men and took over 1500 prisomers, and besides, muah
oty was SakeRs
By reaching the area of . antemirovka, the cocps assisted o n-
igorably She advance of the 6th, army and covered the right firnk
.7 +he 1st. Guards Army of the south-western front from a couir:ay
from the west., At the same time, importznt cormunicabicons

cut in the enemy's rear, and as well as his, closest railway.

-*o line Rossosh'=Millerovof.

"T12A DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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afoer handingover the . antemirovia area to the rifle uanits,
i7tvh, Tank Corps advanced to the south. It occupied Boloshinc oz

2ond. of December, and on the 25tk of Jecember, with

started to blockade illerovo from the west. it thus head

of December the battle took om

¢ detsrmined character, The German command tried not only ©wo

faly

advance but aiso Lo noul

vk amirovko and ! isarevka. For that purpose fresh units were

hime By strong counter-attacks the enemy was able Lo 8§

127th. Rifle Division on the line Nov..al

the direction of the main thrust units of ths 15the Rif
wrea ing whne resistance of the remnantse of th: 15cth. itzlia

2
the fresh troops vhich had been movec up, on

nd of the
cember reached the line Serobabin, iasfhovka, tarkc
covering

£on

assumed ihe defence,
lst, Guards :o'my.
of the front, the 5th. Tank Arny, meetin:

vaged a bitter battle im the

This can be explained by the fact

S)

nd{ cenmtilnued to bring forward reserves from the
sinforce the thrust in the direction of Chernishiovsk
Sumrmary of the Second Phase of the Operation

second phase of the operation encompassed t

The the 25th, ©3
of December. buring that time the troops of the $th., tha
cinrds army, and the right-flanking formetions of the 3rd. Guati

generaily reached their planned cbjectives
bhis position. Parts of the 1st.

and continued ihe
itnle while comsclidating Cuaras

ued the battle for the destzruction of the encircled en

LIty GOl 1T
in the area Gartmashevka and Shertkovo.
the left fiank of the 3rd. Guards Army and on the right

i3A DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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of the 5th. Tank Army a relentless batils with the newly

couZnt-up reserves continued.
nt success of the troops of the south-western
nad been achieved under difficult winter cunditions, with =
ded system of communications and an insufficient suppir
~tor transport. 4ll this did not have the effecr of reducing

Lempo of the pursult but gave a special character tc the 2O LI

o £

and cavsed a number of odditional difficiizies.
points were these:
The separation of the artiliery frum the adveancing troops
iack of gasolime. In this ~onpnection, wtillery
+he advancing troops had to be pncvided [rcom i0rse-~cr:
and the organic mortex subunises of the formatioms, T
£ the nrtillery in the advenciag uniive dering Lhe
ational depth of the enemny defonce zone veskene. LR
snd rifle formations, reduced thelr wwead and
~ble losses of men and material. Of axreat
the defen.ted Locoliin
1iauwideticn of the cncircled enemy Sroups, wiTe
“ghor pEbESfe
separation from the motorized and mobile forces Ioicii
rre-ucnt ubilization of tarik forauations im = holding role U
ipfontry vrits. thie jed to the dispersion of tlx
a wicde fromt as well a8 thne safcgued
considerably reduced their mapueuveravpiliity, enl
force and reduced the speed of pursuit.
the infantry from the teonks forced 1nd396ﬁ?
s

a3

latter in the depta of the enemy's defence
both (tvanks and infsntry} more difficult, 4S8 2
meny d:fended points and fortified lines had tc bs
wice, first with tanks and then with infantrys

1)
though our reconnaisance —agerial, ground, and bhroug

able, during the preparation of the attack, TO fol 2=
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~csgurate picture of the zneny®s defaznsive position and

gth, duriag the course of the batile 1t often failec

v the necessary informetion concerning the

mall

iy cocuntered unexpectedly large ang 3
nvelved in battle with them without
ons. As a result of thi
s with rearguards while

withdrew

v power also had
snd mancsuverability of our

2ir cober by our

stance separating army head:ivartsr
insufficient communications, mad
Lo recolive situation reports frem the troopy
h becam: necessary as a rasult of the chan@ing
services wza also wnde
continvously lengthening divian
thz troops with FOL, ammunition, anc focd, grew LT
¢ magnitude or which the outcome ol the i 0576
reinforcenent of tiv commanc (o
service, the troops txpevience’
batviis supplies and P'OL. This had a signifisant irald
the speed of advance.
.11, “he aboe mentiomed diffigulities 2nd shortages which
ch-western front experienced during tihe Durs
e mobility and manoeuversbility of the vaits anc Gi
iiow “he fulfillment of the planned speed of advanceg
This gave the enemy the opportunity to withdraw parts cf
:roops. Besides, in the “orogovsk sector the enemy sag zble te

up new units from other sectors of the front and with cheir
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;prn!ri-}\wn-noh an _tho Dom

.nhe northern shore of the river BySuraya, and reb“in J“de~

he station TaLsinsPaVa But also

L2 .

sinsk gooup = the railrozd from Obliraize

a lins of

% was set for the troopa of the front

Guards

Army, bo destroy the del armi

strava in ordar i a the destruciti

assignment constivuted the third phase

space vrovents even & short d.saription of the bat™

ase of the operatviog of the south~wesl ers

he noted that im the conclucing phase of
wiom. wroops of the south-western vront
se7 for whone Tho Tormosk grouping of the

e joint astiom cf the south-~western ap.

corplets encirclement of thue

W A esae o
Sl ATz

s opce bebtween the German forces in
renained at over 200 xm S¥ti Lhe

river lorthern Uoneus urder

SU;MARY AND CORCLUSION

Jocember operstiom of the soutn--erest oirn x5l
ard sonipment were inflicted on the eneny

: .. hiraw behind the river Northern Scnets I

mn jor encirclement,

the troops of the south~western front

ng:

sting in the south in the second half
= strateglc reserve and to collect

for she zonduct of an attack on a broad fronv.
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mand of the front managed bto kzep the place and o
concentration under covar

ro-grouping, ndary direchlov

Cerman COmlids

its streigth and swee

£lank

~'g whole ctbhoentis, vas 4.

24 troops in Stailicrad).
the operation considerabic »uben

rrotection of the flarnks of ths

Az the result of thig all th
f1-om the west falled, The ri;
acks and

thus able

on its front.
iapertance Lo Lie ouncoie of
concentric capture of separate ens
blows on the cnemy led to his aispersi
zncireienent and
jvered at the rear areas and at the enexm's
demcralized the troops, made communication
ani prevented ths transmission of ordexs, znd
rtunity o orgenize resistance and made pos3it

“cstruction in smali seguentse
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t tke operation.

~gions proved themselv:
all their efforts to the fi
axample of this can serve
1o Tormetioms of the lst., Guards army during
and destruction of the tweaty-thoussnd
the area of Arbuzovka.
that the enamy had much more motor LIansy
snuete his main forece, the mejor part ol
sither destroyed or tauken prisonevr.

sueceag of the

th fires 2nd whesl

-~ 1 svraTey s e
ropert Lo our sawancing T

cermined pursuit of tac enemy bv tha Tati Serp
womticn, o8 well as their high monesuverand

snd imitistive duvring tho vaihie

“inding thenselves f'ar o
24zsd the mnemy's maip communicavlons,
saa successfully fousht aaainsk whe

roops. the brill

12y 'S rear ars
zen=thousand strong WTOUL
also ii

0ility, daring, and courage of the

ie isd Army can well learm from the exanple
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south=western front.

reasons for the success oOf

western front.

The speaed of moveament of the ¥
whole, they were

resulc that the operation

Tien werpord
o 2rgers
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“ithout motorized infantry the tapk formationa w0uld not have been

a positionm to sxploit fully their capabilities.

3. The success of an advance depends considerably on air supp oA:
“ia gives the troops greater freedom of menoecuvre, which is 3o
‘viwe factor in modern operatlons, and protects the ground from un-
“scaessary logses in men and equipment, During the preparation of tha
.oeration and during its course, one should try to utilize aviatilon

-ntralized so that aerial intervention can be directed in the de-

o and at the decisive moment of the operation.
t

Of 211 the command problems the most important is the srga

coordinatlon of the action of the troops during an oper-

ia experience shows, in the majority of situations in the firsj
the operations, prior to the breakthrough of the snemy®s
vhen the headcuarters are in location and have well-esi-
niished communications, when the commanders and thelr staffs have
roush time $o discuse problems of coordiratiom, the organizaticn
coordinated action is essential.
vaziics of battle, when new tasiks arise, when flexibtls
Lz reruired and qguick directiom cof the troops to the more
;2 of the new tasks 1s nccessary, lack of ceordinztion oi

is often in evidence. This can be explained by insufficlent

= time of pursuit. This was also caused by fallure to utdli=c =i,
sveilabile medern means of communications, partichidialy radia,

cr the tilnely transmission of the commanderts decisions to the

- tordinate troops.

S. Flexibility of command and coordinatiom of the action 5 th;
troppe of a guickiy-developing cperation reculres that the commaaﬂ‘
-osue be close to the activities of the troops. The success of ‘
~onrdination of troop action depends to a considerzble extent on
sroper work of the signal service and flexible utilisation of the
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~vailcble reserves of signal equipment during the course of the
czobles
6. Correct accounting for the material recuirements and vhe
e Liming of the Torward movement of the requirements for oue
other phase of the oneration, constitute the main tasks of the
for the supplying of the troops. iAccount has alsc vo be
- the available means of transportation, SO that timely ce-
sufficient amount of ths battle requirements cen be
elivered, It is obvious that the more difficult tvhe thcatre of
“3iivary actiom, the longer the road, the more motor transport ja
cecvlred in order to supply the troops with the material necessitic
zombate
e moborization of the rear should correspoad to the strangEsi
- the troops with avi .anks, artillery, mortar Zomnat

thers, in progportion to their increased reguirement 0¥

©
battle supplies, etcCo

sevaral general conclusions can be drawn from

ieiznce ~roope of the scuth=western front in Lecemver. LF

The oxpevrience gathered by the troops el the south~wesaters
- omt Quring this operatdon and the lessons learned from it har2
..wichod considerabdly the xnowledge of the Red Army in the field
5i whe operational axz8 and in the tactics of menoeuvre. This rith
sxperience should serve as a stimulus for even more crushing tiows

an our hated enemyo
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